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live now, for I am in danger of dying.” But as I
knew him for a very impudent fellow, I refused him
as gently as I could; and, taking the Apostate aside,
who also wished to have me, as he had shown to
Father de Noiie that he had some desire to return to
God, I told him that I would be glad to winter with
him and with his brother Mestigoit, on condition
that we should not go across the great river, that the
sorcerer should not be of our party, and that he, who
understood the French language well, would teach
me. They both agreed to these three conditions, but
they did not fulfill one of them.

On the day of our departure I gave them, for my
support, a barrel of sea biscuit, which we borrowed
from the storehouse of those Gentlemen, a sack of
flour, some ears of Indian corn, some prunes, and some
parsnips. [213] They urged me very strongly to
take a little wine, but I did not wish to yield to
them, fearing they would get drunk. However, hav-
ing promised me they would not touch it without my
permission, and having assured them that, if they did,
I would throw it into the sea, I followed the advice
of those who counseled me to carry a little barrel of
it. Also I promised Mestigoit that I would take him
for my host, for the Apostate is not a Hunter, and
has no management; but I promised to make him a
present upon our return, which I did. It was the ex-
pectation of this food which made them wish to have
a Frenchman with them.

So I embarked in their shallop on the 18th of Octo-
ber precisely, making profession as a little pupil on
the same day that I had previously begun the profes-
sion of master of our schools. When I went to take
leave of Monsieur our Governor, he recommended



